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Mail Stop Amendment 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

SUBMISSION OF FOREIGN OFFICIAL LETTER 

Sir: 

Applicants request that the enclosed International Preliminary Report on 
Patentability, which was issued in a counterpart foreign application, be placed in the 
official file of this application. 

EP-A-0 670 222, EP-A-0 819 538, and EP-A-1 243 624, which are cited in 
the Official Letter, were previously cited in the Information Disclosure Statement filed on 
June 14, 2005, and therefore are not being submitted herewith. 

It is believed that no fee is due in connection with the filing of this paper. If 
a fee is determined to be due, it may be charged to Deposit Account No. 06-1205. 
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Applicants' undersigned attorney may be reached in our Washington D.C. 
office by telephone at (202) 530-1010. All correspondence should continue to be directed 
to our address given below. 

Respectfully submitted, 




Jeffrey^vl. Connor 
ittomey for Applicants 
Registration No.: 57,409 



FITZPATRICK, CELLA, HARPER & SCINTO 
30 Rockefeller Plaza 
New York, New York 10112-3800 
Facsimile: (212)218-2200 
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PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 

PCT 

INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 

(Chapter I of the Patent Cooperation Treaty) 



(PCT Rule 44to) 


Applicant's or agent's file reference 


FOR FURTHER ACTION 


See item 4 below j 


CF018213WO 






International application No. 


Internationa] filing date (day/montlt/year) 


Priority dale (day/montft/year) 


PCT/JP2004/009273 


24 June 2004 (24.06.2004) 


25 June 2003 (25.06.2003) 


International Patent Classification (8th edition unless older edition indicated) 




See relevant information in Form PCT/ISA/237 




Applicant 






CANON KABUSHIKI KAISHA 







1. 


This iutcmuiional preliminary report on patentability (Chapter I) is issued by the International Bureau on behalf of the 
Internationa! Searching Authority under Rule 44 bis. 1(a). 


2. 


This RliPORT consists of a total of 7 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

In (he attached sheets, any reference to the written opinion of the International Searching Authority should be read as a reference 
to the international preliminary report on patentability (Chapter I) instead. 


3. 


This report contains indications relating to the following items: 




|^| Box No. I 


Basis of the report j 




Box No. D 


Priority 




| | Box No. HI 


Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial 
applicability 




E>^] Box No. IV 


Lack of unity of invention 




^1 Box No. V 


Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 




^ Box No. VI 


Certain documents cited 




| | Box No. Vn 


Certain defects in the international application 




[ | Box No. VIII 


Certain observations on the international application 


4. 


The International Bureau will communicate this report to designated Offices in accordance with Rules 44fcrj.3(c) and 9Qbis.l but 
not, except where the applicant makes an express request under Article 23(2), before the expiration of 30 months from the priority 
date (Rule 44bis .2). 



f. 





Date of issuance of this report 
03 January 2006 (03.01 .2006) 


The International Bureau of WIPO 
34, chemin des Colombettes 
121 1 Geneva 20, Switzerland 

Facsimile No. 441 22 740 14 35 


Authorized officer 

Masashi Honda 

Telephone No. 441 22 338 70 10 



Form PCT/IB/373 (January 2004) . 

Best Available 
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PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 



From the 

INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



To: 



TECTJ 2 4 NOV 2004 



WIPO. 



see form PCT/ISA/220 



F>CT 



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 

(PCTRule436/s.1) 



Date Of mailing 



Applicants or agents file reference 

see form PCT>1SA220 


FOR FURTHER ACTION 

See paragraph 2 below 


international application No. 
rcT<UP2004009273 


International filing date (dayAnontfyear) 
24.06.2004 


Priority date (day/month/year) 
25.06.2003 


international Patent Classification (IPC) or both national classification and (PC — 

C08F297/00, C09D153/00 


Applicant : ~ ~ — — ^~ — — ■ . 

CANON KABUSHIKI KAISHA 



This opinion contains indications relating to the following items: 

E Box No. I Basis of the opinion 
EJ Box No. II Priority 

□ Box No. Ill Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of inventbn 

^^^^ 6ritUn l eT R, / ,e ^ HaKi) with regard to novelty, inventive step orlndustriaJ 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 
Certain defects In the international application 
Certain observations on the International application 
FURTHER ACTION 



H Box No. IV 
H Box No. V 

E Box No, VI 
□ Box No. VII 
O Box No. VIII 



Iritt*^^ examination is made, this opinbn will usually be considered to be a 

ttfa^S <" ,PEA ')- Howsver . thfe do *s ™* apply where 

xne applicant chooses an Authority other than this one to be the PEA and the chosen IPEA has notlfed ttw* 

SK^'SSSS*. Ru,e eail * w * at written opintens of * b SwSSX 

lbmifto n thr &aS^?' considered to be a written opinion of the IPEA, the applicant is invited to 
Zll m i^ f ^"^'y together, where appropriate, with amendments, beforethe expiration of three 
*S££2!Z2&" ma ' Bn9 ° f PC ™***° or before the expiration of 22 months from'the prioriSSL 



whichever expires later. 
For further options, see Form PCT4SA220. 
For further details, see notes to Form PCT/ISA/220. 



>ct Available Copy 



Name and mailing address of the ISA: 



European Patent Office 
D-80298 Munich 

Tel. +49 89 2399 - 0 Tx: 523656 epmu d 
Fax: 4*49 89 2399 - 4465 



Authorized Officer 
Wirth, M 

TeJephone No. +49 89 2399-8595 




Form PCTASA237 (Cover Sheet) (January 2004) 



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



International application No 
PCW20(H009273 



Box No. I Basis of the opinion 

a. type of material: 

□ a sequence listing 

□ table(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of materia): 

□ In written format 

□ in computer readable form 

c. time of filingAirnishing: 

O contained in the international application as filed. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

3 D fasIS^^ 
4. Additional comments: 
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Form PCTrlPEA/237 (January 2004) 



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



International application No. 
PCT/JP2004009273 



Box No. II Priority 



1 . E The following document has not been furnished: 

H copy of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed (Rule 436/&1 and 66.7(a)). 

□ translation of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed (Rule 436fe.1 and 66.7(b)). 

SS&^JSSSSlX t0 C0r 5 ter * e va ^ of me R*** claim. This opinion has 
nevertneiess been established on the assumption that the relevant date is the claimed priority date. 

° ^SS^^'SS^R ' [2 SfS^S - fT**"* *» to *• ** that the Parity claim 
filing dateKS^l^ ^ the international 

3. Additional observations, if necessary: 



Box No, tV Lack of unity of Invention 



1. H In response to the invitation (Form PCTy)SA^06) to pay additional fees, the applicant 
S paid additional fees. 

□ paid additional fees under protest. 
O . not paid additional fees. 

2 ' D ^^^SSXSS^ 01 unity of invent,on te not ™**« mh and cho *> not to invtte 

3. This Authority considers that the requirement of unity of invention in accordance with Rule 13.1, 13.2 and 13.3 

□ complied with 

El not complied with for the following reasons: 
see separate sheet 

4. Consequently, this report has been established in respect of the following parts of the international application: 
G3 all parts. 

□ the parts relating to claims Nos. 
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Form PCT4PEA/237 (January 2004) 



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



Internationa] application No 
PCT7JP2004/009273 





1- Statement 



Novelty (N) 



Yes: 
No: 



Claims 
Claims 



1-12 



Inventive step (IS) 



Yes: 
No: 



Claims 
Claims 



1-12 



Industrial applicability (IA) 



Yes: 
No: 



Claims 
Claims 



1-12 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 

Box No. VI Certain documents cited 

1. Certain published documents (Rules 436&1 and 70.10) 
and /or 

2. Non-written disclosures (Rules 436&1 and 70.9) 
see form 21 0 




Form PCT/iPEA/237 (January 2004) 



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING 
AUTHORITY (SEPARATE SHEET) 



International application No. 
PCT/JP2004/009273 



MARUYAMA TOMOKO <JP)) 29 July 2004 (2004-07-29) 
D5: EP-A-0 670 222 (CANON KK) 6 September 1995 (1 995-09-06) 
D6: EP-A-0 81 9 538 (CANON KK) 21 January 1 998 (1 998-01 -21 ) 
D7: EP-A-1 243 624 (CANON KK) 25 September 2002 (2002-09-25) 



2. The hydration temperature is not a parameter usually used in the state of the art 
to define block copolymers. If a piece of state of the art fulfills all the other 
features of claim 1, this feature will also be considered fulfilled unless the 
applicant proves the contrary or gives convincing arguments. 

3. D1 (see passages cited in the search report) discloses a triblock polymer 
comprising a Methylene glycol chain and comprising a first block having 
hydrophobicrty (phenyl ethyl methacrylate), a block having ionic property 
(methacrylic acid) and a dimethylaminoethyl methacrylate/ethoxy Methylene glycol 
methacrylate block. The hydration temperature of this last block is not specified. 
However, for the reasons stated above, claim 1 is not considered novel. 
Should novelty be established, inventive step is also questionable since it is not 
clear what the contribution of this feature is for the solution of the technical 
problem stated on page 3. Indeed, comparative examples in which the hydration 
temperature is under 70<C seem also to lead to stable dispersions. 

The dependant claims do not seem to contain any feature which, in combination 
with claim 1 , would render the claimed subject-matter novel/inventive. 

4. The application apparatus and the head kit claimed in claims 1 1 and 1 2 are 
standard in the field of ink jet printers as shown in documents D5-D7 (see 
passages cited in the search report. 

It is also noted that the printer used in the examples (Canon BJF800) also 
anticipates these claims. 

Re. Item VI 

D2-D4 are intermediate documents in which MOVE is used in the second block. 
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Form PCT/Separate Sheet/237 (Sheet 2) (EPO-January 2004) 



